














Socialization of the dogs is always accorded the highest priority.

in the dissemination of rumour where what is needed are hard facts. 
The task of police offi  cers is to ensure law and order, but in rare cases, 
we fi nd a policeman robbing a fuel station. That is simply the way the 
world is. But what does all this have to do with dog sports? It needs to 
serve as a lesson to the makers of dog sports. The prevalence of dis-
honest or unlawful activity or acts committed by people with mental 
disorders that are detrimental to others or are otherwise harmful in 
their eff ects is not so small as to be able to be dismissed without con-
sequence. No matter where you look and in whatever area you take on 
leadership tasks, you have to reckon with a small percentage of your 
fellow men or women acting not as they should. Consequently, preven-
tive action is essential – in dog sports just as in the fi eld of road traffi  c, 
the medication of patients, journalism, or the training of people ent-
rusted with the performance of public duties. The concept of the VDH 
includes the following conviction-based policies. All dog sport activi-
ties are in line with democratically generated regulations. They are 
carried out in practice sessions off ered by specialized clubs, are open 
for viewing by the public, and are under the guidance and control of 
extensively trained and certifi ed trainers and performance evaluators. 
In keeping with all the tenets of animal welfare, dogs are only allowed 

to participate in any sport provided they are suited to do so in terms 
of their disposition and constitution. If only for purely ethical reasons, 
no concessions whatsoever can be made in this regard. Before being 
allowed to participate in IGP sport and a number of other sport discip-
lines, dogs must have passed a companion dog test. Advisory services 
regarding alternatives to the originally envisaged sport are off ered in 
the event of unsuitability. Prospective and experienced dog sport par-
ticipants are provided with the latest expertise. Socialization of the 
dogs is always accorded the highest priority.

�� SYNERGY�EFFECTS
Dog sports can be done as a pastime. For enthusiasts of the respective 
sport, however, it will be a key element in their lifestyle. Both approa-
ches are equally justifi ed. Naturally, when buying a puppy, owners 
with more ambitious performance aspirations will be guided in their 
choice by how promising the little creature appears for a future career 
in sport. They will prefer certain puppies and certain breeders. In this 
regard, they intervene in the market by infl uencing the choice of bree-
ding bitches and stud dogs, even if they have no whelping box at home 
themselves. Dog sport can infl uence breeding so strongly that the off -

Fo
to

: ©
  G

ab
ri

el
e 

M
et

z



spring, as a result of being selected largely on the basis of sports cri-
teria, come to form their own subtype, which may differ significantly 
from the original conformation. But also for those with a commitment 
to preserving the classical breed type, the results from dog sport can 
provide valuable information of relevance for breeding. If a dog is suc-
cessful in sport, it is, at least in the phase of its active career, by its 
nature energetic, capable of learning and easy to handle, and these 
are all good signs for a breeder. It is even more positive if the same dog 
continues to do sport, in more moderate form, even at a fairly advan-
ced age, and thereby demonstrates keen, effortless engagement and 
visible enjoyment in what it is doing. This also indicates it to be well-
placed in terms of hereditary diseases which only show themselves at 
an advanced age. Agility, insensitivity to injury, motivation and rewar-
dability are also virtues that are easier to foster through engagement 
in dog sport than without it. Narrowed airways, excessive volumes of 
skin, drooping eyelids and similar serious problems can be viewed as 
incompatible with sporting commitment in all weathers and in vary-
ing terrains. Dog sport devotees tend to pick up immediately on alarm 
signals that point in a negative direction. In this area, and not just in 
this, they should be seen as important advisors. Elements from dog 
sport can also be incorporated into breeding approval tests. In this 
way, the active behaviour, endurance, triggering of breathing sounds, 
the will-to-please and various other individual characteristics can be 
directly included in breeding decisions.

Sport dog owners within the scope of the VDH are committed to the 
ideal of a happy, fit dog and implement these values in everyday 
practical life. Their self-perception and ideal is that of an active, res-
ponsible dog lover who brings him/herself and their dog into a social 
community in which movement, learning, communication and play 
are not only important in theory, but are also their constant agenda 
in everyday life. At their best, dog sports serve as a source of beha-
vioural enrichment. This is where the deeper meaning of the entire 
undertaking lies. The occurrence of exaggerations in dog sport would 
be diametrically opposed to the concept of the VDH.
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Sport dog owners within the scope of the 
VDH are committed to the ideal of a happy, 
fit dog and implement these values in every-
day practical life. 
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